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The Vashon Schools Foundation
harnesses community funding
to ensure excellent, equitable

public schools where all kids

can thrive.

7 3 - = .
Photo courtesy of the Vashon Nature Center Photo courtesy of Vashon High School Band Program Photo courtesy of Vashon Artists in Schools



03 | Annual Report 2024-2025

MEET THE VSF BOARD!

5

\ y

Kennedy Leavens Betsey Gleb India Alarcon Jennie Mattingly
Co-President Co-President Secretary Treasurer
;i

Nicole Donnelly Martin Morgan Donnelly Jordan Karr Ellen Kim

Tera Langland Libby McCullagh Claire Newman Brick Spangler

-

Allison Tourville Kara Weber Chian Wu

VSF STAFF & SUPPORT

N\
»
4.‘\\ "‘5 Want to Learn More about VSF?
VY « ) ;
LY Y ’ .'. VashonSchoolsFoundation.org
AN
=S\ fos
N '/ C Y
vy C 4
o’ .
Y 9\ o/
Interested in Volunteering?
Kelly Keenan Glynis Delargy vashonpublicschoolsfoundation@gmail.com
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EXCELLENCE AND EQUITY IN
EDUCATION!

We are filled with gratitude for another year of extraordinary generosity from the Vashon
community in championing excellence and equity in education. Because of you, students in
Vashon Public Schools have access to essential programs and services that are not fully funded
by the State of Washington. While the state is required to support “basic education,” that
funding does not fully cover the staff and programs that allow our schools—and our students—to
truly thrive. Critical positions such as paraeducators, counselors, nurses, and reading
specialists, along with enriching programs in the arts, science, and social-emotional learning,
depend on local support. Without this community’s commitment, many of these roles and
opportunities would not exist at the level we have come to value.

That’s Where You Come In!

In 2025, Vashon Schools Foundation (VSF) partnered closely with families, educators, and the
Vashon Island School District to understand what students need most to succeed. Your
investment made a direct and meaningful impact. During the 2024-2025 school year alone, VSF
funding helped support over 1,400 students across the district by providing:

o Essential staff who keep students safe, supported, and ready to learn.

e Arts and science enrichment programs that expand creativity, critical thinking, and hands-
on learning.

e Mental health and social-emotional support that helps students build resilience and
confidence.

Although the state’s overall operating budget has grown in recent years, the percentage
allocated to K-12 education has dropped by 18% since 2019 and is projected to decline further.

Yet, every day, students on Vashon learn, grow, and discover their potential because this
community refuses to let them fall through the cracks. Together, we are building a future where
every child has the resources and opportunities they need to flourish

SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2010,

VSF HAS RAISED OVER $3.5M

TO SUPPORT VASHON PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.
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FINANCIALS

2024-2025 School Year Funding

For the 2024-2025 school year, VSF played a 2024-2025 Contributions:
vital role in closing the gap between the $188,000

educational experience the Vashon community

. . Scientists in
values and the funding the state provides. Schools StudentLink

13.3% 13.3%

Through VSF’s annual GiveBIG campaign in May
2024, the community contributed more than
$88,000 - ensuring full funding for two
essential positions: a school nurse and a middle

Counseling
10.6%

school counselor. These professionals
safeguard students’ physical health and social-
emotional well-being, creating the stability and
support students need to fully engage in

Artists in Schools
8%

Social &

VISD Staffing: Emotional

learning and thrive. Nurse & Supports
Counselor 8%
46.8%

VSF’s contributions to our schools for the
2024-2025 school year totaled $188,000.

2025 Fundraising Highlights

Washington State is mandated to fund basic education, yet it does not
fully cover essential staff and services such as paraeducators, counselors,

IN 2025, VSF
WELCOMED 100

nuljses, reading mterven“uons,.substltute teaghers, electives, | NEW, FIRST TIME
maintenance, and athletics. Without community support, the gaps in DONORS!
state funding translate into real losses for our children. Every donation

to VSF directly sustains the people and programs that bring learning to

life for all students.

Monthly sustaining donations provide reliable, year-round support that schools can count on. This

steady funding allows us to plan ahead and cover essential expenses. In 2025, our donors who Give
Every Month (GEMs) contributed over $52,000. Thank you, GEMs!

$502,036

$52,473

*Funds raised in calendar year 2025 reflect our 2025 GiveBig campaign, 2025 Gala and Auction, and all 2025 donations - resources that will
support the 2026-2027 school year.
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FUNDING PRIORITIES

Our work directs community generosity where it matters most - supporting the programs
and people that make our schools thrive. Vashon Schools Foundation funding decisions are

guided by two priorities:
ENRICHMENT

Enrichment programs make our schools
exceptional!

These programs go beyond the basics to
inspire creativity, curiosity, connection, and
bring joy in our classrooms. With the help of
our community partners, VSF funds
opportunities that bring learning to life,
including:

Counseling support through Vashon
Youth and Family Services

52 Artists in Schools through the
o Vashon Center for the Arts

STEM enrichment through
ot~ Scientists in Schools with the
Vashon Nature Center

@ Social-emotional learning through
the Initiators Leadership Program
with Journeymen/One Village

ESSENTIAL STAFF

Essential teacher and staff positions form
the foundation of our public education!

Behind every thriving classroom is a
dedicated team of educators and support
staff. VSF funding helps sustain these crucial
roles—like paraeducators, counselors, and
nurses—who ensure every child feels safe,
supported, and ready to learn.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Enhancing Education through Community Partnerships

Our schools rely on talent in the Vashon community to enhance students’ educational
experiences inside and outside the classroom. For the 2024-2025 school year, your dollars
supported enrichment opportunities that truly distinguish a Vashon education.

Program

Partner

Vashon
Youth and
Family
Services

Vashon
Artists in
Schools

Scientists in
Schools

Journeymen

StudentLink

Vashon Youth and Family Services (VYFS) partners with
school counselors and staff to provide students and
families with behavioral health and case management
support services. This includes counseling to mono-
lingual and multi-lingual students as well as resource
referral and navigation.

Vashon Center for the Arts’ Artists in Schools program
enhances curriculum by pairing professional regional
artists with VISD classroom teachers. By bringing the
arts to students in the classroom, the program helps
remove barriers to arts education.

Vashon Nature Center’s Scientists in Schools program
facilitates student projects with real-life benefits and
valuable teacher resources across all three schools, as
well as FamilyLink and StudentLink. Scientists in
Schools reaches over 40% students each school year.

Journeymen mentors Vashon youth by offering
positive role models who facilitate weekly in-school
talking circles and experiential learning. Using nature-
based rights of passage, mentorship, and community
engagement, they encourage compassionate, inspired,
and resilient youth.

StudentLink provides an alternative learning
environment for students in grades 9-12 to work
independently to complete their high school course
requirements.

‘24 - '25 Accomplishments

120 VISD youth received 1,918 hours of
counseling, 38 families (including 73 children
and 59 adults) accessed community resource
navigation support, and 48 students ages 5-18
identified as “at risk” received critical services.

Over 950 VISD students served through 541
hours of classroom instruction, including 25
classroom residencies across CES, McM, and
VHS. This work engaged 27 classroom teachers
and 18 teaching artists and brought three art
assemblies to students in grades 1-7.

Reached 46% of VISD students across CES,
McM, VHS, FamilyLink & StudentLink,
supported 20% of teachers with STEM-aligned
units and STEM clock-hour training, and
delivered more than 50 hands-on field
investigations both on and off island.

55 youth participated in the CIRCLES
mentorship program which promotes
emotional intelligence, mental health, and
self-expression.

Enhanced supports such as structured group
tutoring time and access to community
services.
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The Power of VSF Investments

While VSF funding does not represent a large
proportion of our partner programs’ broader
organizational or programmatic budgets, VSF’s
grantmaking demonstrates a tangible commitment
from the district and support from the broader
community. This funding allows these organizations
to tap into additional public and private resources to
further advance and sustain their work.

Opening the Doors of Opportunity

Since 1998, the Doors of Opportunity award honors a VISD educator who exemplifies a true
spirit and grit that goes beyond their job description, opening doors and maximizing students’
potential.

Created and generously endowed by Benita and Charlie Staadecker—longtime supporters of
VISD with Charlie having served many years on the School Board—the award honors
outstanding educators with $1,000 for personal use and $1,000 to support their classroom or
department, giving them the autonomy to continue their extraordinary work.

Recipients are nominated by their peers, and the
award winner is determined by input from
district staff, school families, and the community.
The 2025 Doors of Opportunity award went to
Nidia Sahagun, Vashon Island School District’s
Family Engagement Coordinator.

Nidia is someone who has turned barriers into
bridges, lifting up students and families and

_ & uniting our community in powerful ways. She is
Doors of Opportunity recipient Nidia Sahagun (right), with Interim Superintendent the heart of famlly engagement at VISD7

Dr. Jo Moccia (center) and VSF Secretary, India Alarcon (left). Photo courtesy of
Vashon Island School District.

supporting culturally, racially, and linguistically
diverse students and families across the district.
Nidia works tirelessly to build and strengthen
trust to ensure every family feels seen and
supported.

Previous award winners include: Roxanne Thayer, Mike Kirk, Doug Kloke, Renae Taylor, Jim Dorsey,
Martha Woodard, Cornelius Lopez, Cherry Champagne, Shirley Ferris, Mike Scott, Julie Jaffe, Gail
Labinski, Harris Levinson, Lance Morgan, Mary Heath, Geri Wilson, Char Phillips, Larry Dubois, Esther

Morrison, Yvette Butler, Dr. Stephen Floyd, Jenny Granum, Lisa Cyra, Sarah Day, Lisa Miller, Nan Van
Putten, and Margie Butcher.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

2025 VSF Gala “Under the Stars”

What a night to remember! We dined, we dashed, we danced, we dared to set our goal high —
and Vashon, you delivered beyond our wildest dreams. Thanks to the generosity of this
incredible community, we raised $335,000 in support of the programs and people who help
every Vashon student thrive. This gala was more than an event — it was a reflection of the
incredible village that surrounds our kids. We are deeply grateful.

While this report highlights the impact on the 2024-2025 school year, we couldn’t wait to
share some exciting news about what’s already underway for 2025-2026! Because of the
momentum from our community and the success of the Gala, VSF is expanding its impact in
meaningful ways this school year. We are funding a second Family Engagement Coordinator,
Richard Rivas-Gutierrez, who was hired in September and is working in the district’s new
Family Engagement Center, to offer comprehensive support to all families in our district who
need it. In addition, for the first time VSF is funding direct academic support for students.

This school year, that includes:

e Paraeducator support in math at McMurray Middle School
e Two dedicated homerooms at Vashon High School to help more students meet grade-

level standards
e Paraeducator reading support at Chautauqua Elementary School

Experience the impact these amazing staff members are having on our students - watch the
video here. This new academic initiative builds on our longstanding commitment to ensuring
every family can engage in their child’s education. We’ll have more to share on the
accomplishments of the 2025-2026 school year when we issue our 2026 annual report.

Stay tuned for more details on our 2026 Gala, coming this November - and don’t forget to

check out the magic from 2025.

Photo Gallery from talented local
photographer, Yui Holbrook

Prom Photobooth Gallery

Beachcomber Article

Thank you for showing

up — it truly makes all
the difference!


https://yuiholbrookphotography.pixieset.com/underthestarsgala2025/
https://www.simplebooth.com/profiles/vsf2025
https://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/2025/11/25/foundation-raises-big-bucks-at-glittering-gala/
https://vashonschoolsfoundation.org/gala/
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THANK YOU GALA SPONSORS!
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DID YOU KNOW?

Behind every successful school district is a thriving
schools foundation! At Vashon Schools Foundation,
we help ensure every child has access to high-
quality education by bridging gaps in public school
funding and expanding the resources and
opportunities available to students. Together with
families, educators, school and district leadership,
and generous supporters, we are building a thriving
educational community—one that offers rich,
equitable learning experiences, supports student
well-being, and inspires every student to reach their
full potential.
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THANK YOU 2025 DONORS!

*Monthly Donor

Abushumays, Ibrahim

Aceituno, Suna

Adam, Sally

Adams, Jessica

Alarcon, India and Damon
Burgett*

Alexander, Irene

Allen, Claire and Adam Coward

Allison, Greg

Arthur, Karolina and Mark

Atwell, Anne

Auckland, Douglas

Ayres, Livia and Colin

Barmonde, Julie and Mike

Bass, Randall and Gabriella
Hoyas

Batey, James and Claire
Magruder*

Beal, Melissa and Jacob Bain

Belshaw-Baldinger, Emily

Bernard, Alana

Biggs IV, Montgomery

Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation

Blair, Chrissy

Blankenship, Rebecca*

Blaser, Erin and Andy

Blower, Erin*

Bolz, Jennifer

Boyes, Paul and Stefanie
Lucas*

Branch, Ellen

Bric, Graham

Briggs, Mary Margaret and
Daniel*

Brockway Joyce, Tami and
Paco Joyce*

Bronsema, Lennon and Marissa
Tsaniff*

Burden, Mary and Henry

Burdman, Samantha

Burrows, Danielle and Chris

Buse, Callie*

Butz, Michael

C Michael Burkardt Trust

Campbell, Mark*

Carson, Jacquie

Cebulko, Sue and Tom

Centene

Chao, Manuel and Kirsten
Thompson

Charitable Flex Fund

Chellberg, Mary

Christophersen Family Fund

Christophersen, Ashley

Christophersen, Gary and
Grace

Chumas, Adam and Christina
McFadden

Chwaszczewski, Max and
Alex

Claus, Jessica and Brad

Colwell, Shanti and Jim*

Congdon, Celia

Courtney, Barret and
Brandon Alrich*

Crawford, JR

Curlee, Heather*

Dam, Jim

Daniels, Sevrin*

Dardeau, Mary and Steve

Davidson, Ben*

Davis, Kimberly*

de Groen, Beth and John

De Groot Family Foundation

Decker, Kari Dohn*

DeGarmo, Kate and Chris

Dehaven, Liza and Alex

Delargy, Glynis*

Dinares, Eleanor and Carlos

Doiron, April*

Donnelly, Morgan and Sean*

Doors of Opportunity Award

Dorman, Mallory and Matt

Dougherty-Wood, Halbe and
Devon Delapp*

Doull, Josh and Allison

Dunn, Anastasia*

Effner, Lindsey

Egashira, Sarah and Hiro*

Eichner, Rebecca*

Eller, Suzanna

Espinoza, Linda*

Fasy, Dan and Maggie

Ferreira, Trish

Filanoski, Sara and Brian

Fisher, Brita and Matt Dillon

Florence, Erin

Foster, Jesse

Fox, Sally

Franson, Tim and Deb

Frith, Susan and Giles

Frost, Morgan

Fruge, Lauren and Matt

Fuller, Emma

Gates Foundation

Gibbons, Cheri

Gibson, Julie

Gill, Aristy and Brian*

Gjurgevich, Jac and Mike
Feinstein

Gleb, Betsey and Clay

Goertzel, Carol

Goertzel, Rebecca*

Gordon, Richard

Gray, Geoffrey*

Gray, Julia

Greene, Sarah

Greenfeld, Dale

Greenidge, Brandi and
Kareem

Gruver, Catherine*

Hamilton, Ginger and Rob*

Hamilton, Shelby

Hansen, Barbara

Harpole Home

Harvey, Jennifer and Matt

Healey, Kimberly*

Hecht, Spring

Hegnauer, Hannah

Henderson, Matthew

Henry, Remony*

Hesik, Richard

Hey Brat! Photography*

Hilliard, Elizabeth

Hinz, Danielle*

Hirsh, Charlotte

Hirsh, Megan and Chris
Henderson

Hoetger, Maureen

Holbrook, Yui and Trevor

Holmes, Toby and Amy*

Howe, Michelle and Brian

Howell, Ruthann and Tom
Quackenbush

Howsmon, Ross

Hughes, Elizabeth
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Humphreys, Tom*

Hunter, Annie

Hunter, Michele

Island Queen

James, Karen

Jaracho, Bill

Jensen, Larry

Johns, Lauryth

Johnson & Johnson

Johnson Jr., Larry

Johnson, Jesse*

Jones, Kevin and Susan

Jordan, Christina and
Michael

Kanjorski, Wanda

Kappelman, Michael*

Karasick, Mica and Matt*

Karr, Jill

Karr, Jordan and Steve*

Keller, Stephanie

Kennedy, Nancy and Ladd
Leavens

Khurana, Hargo

Kim, Ellen and David

King, Timory and Keith

Kirschner, Bruce

Kish, Kim and Darton Riely-
Gibbons

Kleid, Cara Lynn*

Knez, Amanda

Knodt, Michael and
Adrienne Edmonson

Kokenge, Nancy and Mike

Krutsinger, Allison

Kuperberg, Yvonne*

Lake Kennedy McCulloch
CPAs*

Lake, Karol*

Langland, Jemma and Marc

Langland, Mary and Tom

Langland, Tera and Eric

Lanphear, Rebecca

Lanske, Erika and Dan*

Larsdotter, Kathy

Lawrence, Mary and Matt

Leavens, Kennedy and Brad
Cebulko

Lee, Ben

Leverette, Sara and Wyatt
Golding

Limont, Hilary and Paul

Lisovsky, Jessica

Little, Maura and Reeves
Parish

Littlefield, Lara

Lund, Rachel

Lyons, Mary Fran

Macnab, Amie

Macomber, Zabette and
Kelly Macomber-Straight

Magrath, Adria

Maiye, Anneliese and Rory*

Maki, Allie*

Marks, Erik

Martin, Nicole and Preben*

Mathews Family Charitable
Fund

Mathews, Cheryl*

Mattingly, Jennifer and Evan

Maurer, Alix and Devin

McAllister, Sandy

McAlpin, Janet

McAuliffe, Meghan and Ryan

McCleery, Brittany

McConnell, Liz and Mike

McCoy, Allison

McCullagh, Libby*

McElroy, Janis

McFadden, Christina

Mclntyre Construction
Services Inc.*

Mclntyre, Viveka and Corey*

McKinstry Charitable
Foundation

McShane, Carla and Pat

McShane, Claire and Ryan*

McTigue, Erin and Mike

Meldahl, Michael

Melody, Colleen

Merkel, Sarah and Steve

Merritt, Dana*

Metler, Maria

Microsoft

Miller-McGraw, Sydney

Miller, Jeff and Colleen Gray

Miller, Kristina*

Miller, Rosalie

Minier, Megan and Kevin
Wing*

Mjolsnes, Kristin*

Moccia, Jo and Laura Taylor

Moe, Lisa and Aaron

Morgan, Lance*

Muller, Dimity*

Musselman, Annie and Josh
Uhir

Nelson, Diane and Jim

Nespor, Donna and Greg

Nevitt, Terra*

Newman, Claire and Chris
Wall

Newman, James

Nielsen, Amy and Jan

O'Hern, Thomas

Oberlin, Breanna

Ordonez-Garcia, Ignacio and
Josefina

Ormseth, Leif

Ormseth, Niklas and Isabelle

Oubre, Mitzy

Parrott, Jonathan*

Payne, Susan

Paypal Giving Fund

Perla, Bianca and Harrison
Knowler*

Peterson, Mark

Peterson, Sara and Ryan

Pinna, Manoj

Porter Steward, Maria*

Preslar, Mary Elizabeth

Pryne, Eric and Carla

Puz, Susan and Tony*

Pyle-McCrackyn, Raven*

Pype, Amanda

Ramirez, Adrian and Fritzy
Cardenas

Ratzenberger, Nina

Rayne, Rheagan

Reed, Ellen

Reiling, Karen and Brian

Richardson, Jacob

Richter, Vanessa and Daniel
O'Connell*

Riggs, Jenna

Riser House Consulting*

Robinson, Nick

Rock, Danny and Taj*

Rodgers, Patrick

Rose, Whitney and Casey

Rubens Family Foundation

Rubin, Peter

Sassara, Amy and Rick

Schafer, Melissa

Scheibach, Jessica

Schill, Jennifer*

Schonbok, Angela*

Scott, Christina*

Seibold, Hallie

Sekar Family Foundation

Shaw, Elizabeth*

Sheahan, Bonnie

Shearer, Amber

Sherry, Corinne

Shotzbarger, Kathryn

Shull, Michael and Mallory

Sikorski, Carrie

Simmons, Erin

Simons , Karina and Jacob

Simonson, Mary

Skeffington, Beverly

Skrzypek, Heidi
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Smith, Ashley

Spangler, Megan and Brick*

Spencer, Stephanie*

Spring, Thomas

Sroufe, Lesa

Stahl, Eli

Starr, Kirk

Stein, Jonathan and Jade
Agua*

Stendahl, Sophia and Tyrel

Steward, Katy Jo*

Stone, Cristy*

Strandberg, Erika

Taylor, Robert

Tegenfeldt, Paul

Thomas, Kate

Tourville, Allison and
Jennifer

True, Ruth

Tsai, Andy and Cassandra
Thomas*

United Way

Van Driessche, Jasmine
Van Horn, David

Van Wick, September
Vaughan, Katie*
Venishnick, Anna
Villavicencio, Sarah
Vonckx, Elizabeth
VonNostrand, Molly
Waldman, Anna and Brook
Wass De Czege, Cara*
Watson, Gavin

Weaver, Shaylea*

Weber, Justin and Lucy
Weber, Kara and Ben

Wehmeyer, Meredith

Westcott, Jeannette

Wigley, Emily

Wilkes, Megan and Paul

Wilkinson, April*

Williams, Adrianne

Williams, Sarah and Michael

Williamson, Jay and Bailey
Delongh

Windermere Foundation

Winter, Duncan and Laila

Winter, Thomas

Wintergreen, Lore

Wolczko, Don and Stacey*

Woodard, Martha*

Wu, Chian and Alex Brown*

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
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